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What is Academic Honesty? 

Students who uphold the principles of academic honesty: 

 produce and submit their own work, in all classes, for all assignments. 
 respect intellectual property by acknowledging all ideas and works of others. 
 show proper conduct during assessments.  

SHS Academic Honesty Philosophy 

 SHS students are expected to be Principled individuals who “act with integrity and honesty” and “take 
responsibility for...actions and their consequences” (“Learner Profile for IB Students...”). 

 Academic honesty expectations apply to ALL learning activities: class work, homework, group work, essays, 
tests/quizzes, and final exams/projects.  

 It is important to remember that students must learn to fulfill their academic responsibilities with honesty and 
ethics in order to be successful in the classroom and in life. School leaders, parents, and teachers all serve as 
role models for our students and must continue to model academic honesty at every opportunity. 

 Academic honesty is essential because academic misconduct undermines students’ education. Students 
engaging in academic misconduct miss important learning opportunities. 

What is Academic Misconduct? 

Academic misconduct is a behavior that results in, or may result in, the student or any other student gaining an 
unfair advantage (or a behavior that disadvantages other students). There are different types of Academic 
Misconduct (Academic Honesty in the Diploma Programme): 

Collusion is defined as supporting academic misconduct by another student. For example*: 

 Allowing your work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another student. 
 Copying work from another student and submitting that work as your own. 
 Sharing assessment content with students who were absent or in another class. 
 Letting partners/fellow group members do all the work and claiming credit for the learning. 
 Completing work as a group that the teacher expected to be completed individually. 

Plagiarism is defined as the representation, intentionally or unwittingly, of the ideas, words or work of another 
person or source without proper, clear and explicit acknowledgment. For example (but not limited to)*: 

 Copying or paraphrasing sentences, paragraphs, or entire writing assignments from internet sources 
without citing all sources. 

 Copying artwork from an outside source and submitting it as your own. 
 Using tools such as Google Translate and Photomath without teacher approval: this is falsely submitting 

work as your own that you did not produce. 

Misconduct during an examination includes taking unauthorized material into an examination room, disruptive 
behavior and communicating with others during the examination. For example (but not limited to)*: 

 Looking at/copying from another student during an exam. 
 Bringing notes, cell phones or smart watches into exam settings. 
 Discussing exam content with others. 



 Sending pictures or descriptions of exam content to other students. 

Duplication of work is defined as the presentation of the same work for different assessment components and/or 
course requirements. For example (but not limited to): 

 Submitting a project or piece of artwork completed in 9th grade for work assigned in 10th grade. 
 Writing a paper for one class and submitting it for another assignment in a different class. 

Consequences of Academic Misconduct 

All instances of academic misconduct begin with a discussion between the teacher and the student(s) about the 
severity and category (yellow, orange, or red) of the infraction. 

Yellow: Teacher-led consequences, involvement of Library Media Specialist to document incidents and provide 
students with instruction about academic honesty practices. Examples:* 

 Student shares homework with classmates (collusion). 
 Student submits copied work as their own (collusion). 
 Students work together on graded work when teacher expected independent work (collusion). 
 Students use internet sources, such as Google translate, or Photomath to complete class or homework 

when teacher expected students’ own work (plagiarism). 
 Parts of a student’s writing includes information from sources that are not cited (plagiarism). 

Orange: Involves a department committee to determine consequences, and requires counselor and parental 
notification, as well as involvement of Library Media Specialist to provide student with instruction about 
academic honesty practices. Examples*: 

 Students who are involved in the scenarios as above, except the assignments are larger in scope. 
 Student submits a paper or project they wrote in another class as “new” work. 
 Student has already committed a yellow offense (documented by Library Media Specialist) and has 

participated in academic dishonesty again. 

Red: Involves administration to determine consequences and requires counselor and parental notification. 
Examples:* 

 Student copies most or all of a major assignment (such as a project, test, essay) from another student or 
an internet source and submits it as their own work (plagiarism). 

 Student shares or accepts content or answers with another student on an exam (misconduct) before, 
during, or after the testing period. 

 Student uses notes, a cell phone, a smart watch, or any restricted material during an exam (misconduct). 

* Examples do not represent complete lists. 
 

Avoiding Academic Misconduct: 

         At Somers High School, we believe that integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching. 

Role of Students: 

It is expected that students will conduct themselves in a manner that reflects honesty and their understanding and 
acceptance of the school policies on academic honesty. Students are expected to: 

 Read and familiarize themselves with the SHS Academic Honesty Policy (“Student Handbook”). 



 Always submit their own work. 
 Fully and correctly acknowledge all sources. 
 Make proper use of citation style (per class requirements). 
 Respect internal deadlines. 
 Adhere to teacher instructions and expectations for group work vs. independent work. 
 For IB assessments, sign a declaration of authenticity form before submitting to IBO. 
 Ask for clarification about when peer/group work is permitted, and ask for help (teachers, ASC, Writing Center) 

when unsure of how/when to cite information from sources. 

 

Role of SHS Faculty: 

Teachers and administrators are expected to perform their instructional responsibilities in such a manner as to 
minimize the potential for dishonesty and to exhibit fairness and consistency when implementing the consequences 
for violating the school’s policies on academic honesty. Faculty members are expected to: 

 Ensure students are instructed on school-wide and department-specific academic honesty policies and sign 
department-specific contracts when applicable. 

 Teach students how to use the words and ideas of others appropriately to support their own oral and written 
communication in their specific content area and utilized approved methods of citing sources (“IB Diploma 
Program Academic Honesty Policy”). 

 Set clear expectations for assignments, including when/how students should use internet tools as well as work 
collaboratively vs. independently. 

 Use Turnitin.com for major assignments. 
 Be role models of academic honesty and integrity. 
 For IB assessments, check for authenticity of any student work before submitting to IBO. Inform the IB 

Coordinator of all IB-related issues regarding academic honesty. 
 

Role of Parents 

As partners in the educational process, parents must support the ethical value of honesty and the enforcement of the 
school’s policies on academic honesty in order to maintain and reinforce the importance of integrity in one’s own 
work (“Student Handbook”). Parents are expected to: 

 Read and understand the SHS and IBO Academic Honesty Policies. 
 Support teachers and administrators in talking to their children about the importance of academic integrity. 
 Cooperate with the school if their children are found to have participated in any form of academic misconduct. 

Often, students engage in academic misconduct when they procrastinate assignments and don’t leave enough time 
to properly conduct research and/or meet assignment deadlines. Parents can help: 

 Encourage your children to plan each assignment.
 Provide support with the scheduling of their work, as they may have many assignments to complete.
 Encourage your children to ask their teacher for advice if they are having difficulty with their work.  

(Academic Honesty in the Diploma Programme)

  



Additional Resources about Academic Honesty 

 “Preventing Plagiarism” 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/teacher_and_tutor_resources/preventing_plagiarism/index.html 

 

 Plagiarism Certification Test: https://plagiarism.iu.edu/certificationTests/ 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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